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RHB APPOINTS NEW GROUP CHIEF ECONOMIST

KUALA LUMPUR - RHB Banking Group (“RHB”) announces the appointment of Dr. Sailesh Kumar Jha as
Group Chief Economist, effective today, 5 November 2020. Dr Jha will be leading RHB’s Economic and

Market Research team, which also includes Foreign Exchange and Fixed Income Strategy.

Dr. Jha is a seasoned economist with over 20 years of experience covering Asia where he provided in-depth
coverage of global central banks, macroeconomic trends, and financial markets across all asset classes. Prior
to joining RHB, he was Chief Asia Economist at Credit Suisse Private Bank, Singapore with focus on China,
India, and Southeast Asia, while providing input on Global macroeconomic and financial markets
developments. Dr Jha has also served as an Economist for Asian Development Bank and as a consultant for
World Bank, as well as holding various senior positions in global investment banks including Credit Suisse

Investment Bank, Barclays Capital, and Jefferies Group.

In addition to his roles at financial institutions, Dr. Jha was also a faculty member at the Chinese University of

Hong Kong and possesses several years of experience as a Mechanical Engineer.

“Dr Jha's appointment will further strengthen the capabilities of our research team. With his vast experience
and in-depth market knowledge of the Asia pacific region, Dr Jha will be able to provide expert advice and
views on Global macroeconomic, financial market developments as well as emerging market trends across

the region,” said Dato’ Khairussaleh Ramli, Group Managing Director, RHB Banking Group.

Dr. Jha holds a PhD in Economics from the University of Washington, USA as well as an M.A. in Economics,

M.S. in Mechanical Engineering, and a B.S. Degree in Aerospace Engineering from Boston University, USA.



Issued on behalf of RHB Bank Berhad by Group Corporate Communications Division. For more information,
please contact Norazzah Sulaiman at 012-644 8321 / norazzah@rhbgroup.com or Cairil Irwan at 012-333
5007 / cairil@rhbgroup.com

About RHB Banking Group

The RHB Banking Group, with RHB Bank Berhad as the holding company, is the fourth largest fully integrated
financial services group in Malaysia. The Group’s core businesses are structured into seven main business
pillars, namely Group Retail Banking, Group Business & Transaction Banking, Group Wholesale Banking, RHB
Singapore, Group Shariah Business, Group International Business and Group Insurance. Group Wholesale
Banking comprises Corporate Banking, Investment Banking, Group Treasury & Global Markets, Asset
Management, and Private Equity. All the seven business pillars are offered through the Group’s main
subsidiaries — RHB Investment Bank Berhad, RHB Islamic Bank Berhad, and RHB Insurance Berhad, while its
asset management and unit trust businesses are undertaken by RHB Asset Management Sdn Bhd, and RHB
Islamic International Asset Management Berhad. The Group’s regional presence now spans nine countries,
including Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand, Brunei, Cambodia, China, Vietnam, Lao PDR, and
Myanmar.

For more information, please visit www.rhbgroup.com
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